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AGE-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES GRANTS PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [12.13 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house about the latest round of funding under the Age-Friendly Communities grants program. I am pleased to 
advise that I recently approved $113 500 in funding toward 13 local governments across Western Australia. I am 
sure the members for Forrestfield and Wanneroo will be pleased that the Shire of Kalamunda and the 
City of Wanneroo have each received $10 000. In regional Western Australia, the members for 
Central Wheatbelt and Wagin will also be pleased to know that the Shires of Brookton and Pingelly have also 
received $10 000 for their joint submission. 
Western Australia’s population of seniors is growing rapidly and by 2050 it is predicted that the number of 
seniors in this state will increase to one in four Western Australians. Addressing the needs of our ageing 
population is a high priority and it is a responsibility shared across the whole of government and the wider 
community. This means enabling seniors to remain healthy, independent and socially connected. 
A key partnership that we are promoting is between state and local governments and the community services 
sector, and the Age-Friendly Communities grants program is a great example of this partnership in practice. The 
program provides up to $10 000 for local governments to include seniors in their planning processes, 
establishing policies, services and structures that improve their quality of life. Age-friendly local governments 
are those that adapt their services to be accessible and inclusive to people of all ages. Whether our seniors are 
60 or 90, they should have the choice to age in place—that is, to stay in their own home in a community they are 
familiar with. We know that building an age-friendly Western Australia requires input and collaboration across 
all sectors. This funding will provide local governments with the opportunity to undertake community 
engagement projects that will ensure the needs of their older residents are met now and into the future. 
Since the introduction of the program in 2008, the Liberal–National government has awarded grants totalling 
more than $500 000 to 57 local governments. We will continue to oversee the implementation of this program to 
ensure more local governments are able to build communities that encourage seniors to participate and remain 
active. 
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